
2026 North Dakota Junior Olympic State Championship – Pistol  

Lake Region Shooting Sports Association 

Devils Lake, ND 
 

January 11, 2026 
  

 
Thanks to Eric Pueppke and Bill 
Langer who provided management 
for the Sport Pistol match. With Bill 
Langer’s light control system and 
his help to successfully run the 
match we were again able to offer 
competition in the disciplines of Air 
Pistol and Sport Pistol. Everyone 
who fired Sport Pistol owes Bill 
and Eric their appreciation and 
maybe some ice cream. 

 
 
We held a joint JOSC Air Pistol & Sport Pistol Championships match for the Minnesota pistol athletes in conjunction with 
the North Dakota JOSC Air Pistol & Sport Pistol athletes. With 13 competing, this was the best turnout that we have 
enjoyed for this match in many years.  
 
Our sport pistol matches were fired in two relays by 7 junior women and men. Thomas Vetter of Fargo, ND won the North 
Dakota Men’s Sport Pistol Championship again this year. Sam Welter was our sole competitor from Minnesota in Sport 
pistol. Needless to say, Sam is the Minnesota Champion. 
 
Isabelle Sparlin paced everyone in our sport pistol competition this year, firing as an open qualifier with a score of 519/1x.  
Alexis Yoder fired a score of 516/1x to earn the North Dakota Gold Medal in Women’s Sport Pistol. She was followed by 
Shiyali Saravanan with a 490/2x for the Silver. 
 
Isabelle led the Women’s Air Pistol competition as well, firing a 536/8 as an open qualifier. Tabitha Mittleider, Fargo, ND, 
with a 525/4, earned the Gold Medal in North Dakota Women’s Air Pistol to earn the State Qualifier spot. She was 
followed by Alexis Yoder with her 515/6 to earn the Silver Medal. Lauren Stiven fired a 494 to earn the Bronze.  
 
Thomas Vetter earned Men’s Gold in Air Pistol. As we understand it, this earns Thomas the State Championship 
automatic invitation to the National Junior Olympics. Kieran Yoder earned the Silver medal, and Jack Hoberg earned the 
Bronze. Sam Welter, again the sole competitor from Minnesota won the Minnesota championship. 
 
Take a good look at your scores on Orion to see where you might improve and note which portion of the match that you 
shot well. It looks like the girls dominated again. It gives the boys something to pursue. Our breakdown of the match 
scores is also illustrative. Although no one fired an automatic qualification score, there were some strong scores that may 
result in an invitation to the 2026 USA Shooting Junior Olympic National Championships. Watch your emails. 
 
Congratulations to each one of you who competed. Whether or not you achieved a great score, we hope that each one of 
you enjoyed a great experience at the match and learned something which will help you to shoot better in the future. 
Thank you all for traveling to Devils Lake to compete in these matches. We enjoyed having you, and we hope that you will 
remember to smile as you train. Your scores will improve more rapidly, and everyone will have more fun. 
 
We challenge you to seize as many opportunities as possible to enjoy some perfect practice and fun over the next year to 
improve your skills in preparation for this match in 2027. We look forward to seeing many of you then. 
 
                                                               Connie & Rick Jorgenson  
 
 


