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2025 USA Shooting Winter Airgun
Championships

Casia Steinhaus and Travis Jorgenson, two
Devils Lake, North Dakota natives, traveled to
compete in these matches held at the Olympic
Training Center in Colorado Springs, CO.
These Air Rifle and Air Pistol Championship
matches consist of 60 shots for score each day
over two days. Casia competed in the air rifle
matches and Travis in the air pistol matches.

Travis has not competed at the Olympic
Training Center since he was a junior air pistol
competitor over 25 years ago. This was quite a
commitment for him, with travel and missing
work without pay. The same is true for
everyone competing to one degree or another.
Casia is a student at UND and missed classes.
She had a typical interrupted airplane trip to
barely make it to the range for practice on a
later relay. Travis’ trip included an extra day off
work so that he could start the trip before poor
weather set in. You have to really enjoy the
competitive shooting sports to make these
sacrifices.

Travis began the first day neck and neck with
Nick Mawrer in the Air Pistol match finishing
second as Nick put on a spectacular finish with
a 99 in his last 10 shots. Nick in first place and
Travis in second.

Casia fired a good match with no shots outside
the 9 ring, but not as many inner tens as she is
accustomed to shooting. She finished 37" in
Women'’s Air Rifle. If she had been competing
in the Men’s Air Rifle match, she would have
finished 6". That is how strong the women are
in Air Rifle.

Travis got off to a good start on Day 2 with a 96
for his first 10 shots but fell a little short of Day
1 with a total of 560-10x. Added to his Day 1
score of 565-15x, this gave him an aggregate
of 1125-25x, good for 4™ place overall. Nick
Mowrer shot another fine match score of 576-
24x to lead the Day 2 Men’s Air Pistol results
and the aggregate with an 1148-40x.

The top 8 shot a Finals match on Sunday to
figure out the overall match placement.

Casia started Day 2 with a 10.9 for her first
shot, and she continued to shoot very well
ending with a 618.9. That is an average of a bit
over 10.3 for each shot and an integer score of
590. In the Men’s Air Rifle, her 2-day aggregate
of 1232.7 would have placed 4™ while in the
Women'’s she ended up in 40". It is amazing
how well the women dominate in average high
score compared to the men.

On that note, Katie Zaun of Buffalo, ND, a
student at Texas Christian University, fired an
aggregate of 1261.1 over the two days to finish
first. She then followed with a first place in the
Finals match by .1 point to earn first place. Of
the 136 women who competed, Katie is USA
Shooting’s 2025 Winter Airgun Women'’s
Champion.

NDSU'’s Isabelle Sparlin — 5" with her air pistol.

The overall results are available at USA
Shooting’s website: htips://usashooting.org/get-
involved/events/

North Dakota is a small state with a small pool
of competitive shooters, but these few certainly
stand out on the national stage.

Rick Jorgenson
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Editorially Speaking

Last issue, | wrote that winning is about dedication to
excellence, learning to deal with pressure,
developing confidence and applying yourself to
incremental effort over time. Talent plays a very small
role.

Katie Zaun, Travis, Casia and Isabelle showed this
again at the Winter Airgun Championships. See the
results:
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1yfoG6eu8
HATXJrCzPpJOMSprrioxEW9YKKCGNLt2r py4/edit?

usp=sharing

Often the greatest barrier is a person’s own mental
attitude that they don't want to fully commit
themselves to the substantial effort involved; feeling
somehow that they cannot accomplish their goal. At
the same time, they cite their lack of commitment as
an excuse for not becoming a winner.

Coach John Wooden'’s quote is worth repeating:

“Success is peace of mind, which is a direct result of
self-satisfaction in knowing you did your best to
become the best that you are capable of becoming.”

We should strive for greatness and mastery in our
pursuit of excellence, but our identity and worth don’t
have to be tied to the outcome.

| think that we need to truly dedicate ourselves to the
work involved in striving for excellence while staying
unattached to the outcome.

NDSSA Officers and Chairpersons
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“Firearms stand next in importance to the constitution
itself. They are the American people’s liberty teeth and
keystone under independence ... from the hour the
Pilgrims landed to the present day, events, occurrences
and tendencies prove that to ensure peace, security and
happiness, the rifle and pistol are equally indispensable ...
the very atmosphere of firearms anywhere restrains evil
interference — they deserve a place of honor with all
that’s good.”

George Washington

First President of the United States

NDSSA is a small organization that gets a lot of good things
done. We are always searching for people to join us as
members or officers. If any of you have a prospective
member, share your copy of our newsletter or help them fill
out the membership application that is on page 4 and send
it to P O Box 228, BISMARCK ND 58502-0228.
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PUBLISHED quarterly (four issues a year) by the North Dakota Shooting
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for the purpose of promoting safety and education in the sport of shooting.
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email, etc. The editorials and articles appearing in the publication reflect
the differing views present among sportsmen and gun owners, and do not
necessarily reflect the views of the publisher.
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Devils Lake, ND 58301
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"The Constitution shall never be construed to prevent the
people of the United States who are peaceable citizens
from keeping their own arms." Samuel

Adams, Massachusetts Ratifying Convention, 1788

REPRINTS: Reprints are permitted; however, if the article is identified as
"Copyright" material, you must obtain the author’'s permission. Further,
reprints must provide written credit to "The Target, North Dakota Shooting
Sports Assoc., Inc., and by-line author, if any." Entire contents
copyrighted; all rights reserved.

CAUTION: All technical data in this publication, especially for hand
loading, reflects the limited experience of individuals using specific tools,
products, equipment and components under specific conditions and
circumstances not necessarily reported in the article. The North Dakota
Shooting Sports Association has no control or oversight in this data
development. Reloading data has not been tested or verified by the
NDSSA. The NDSSA cannot be responsible for the results obtained by
persons using such data and we disclaim all liability for any injuries or
damages that might result from its use.
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THEY ARE MY HEROES

I was born right before the end of World War Il. It
was the time of heroes, “the greatest generation”.
During my formative years, everyone was focused
on getting their lives back in order after the war.
The Marshall Plan was trying to feed a war-torn
Europe and avoid the mistakes made after World
War I. It was a time of prosperity for communities
like Petersburg.

People were looking forward and not back to the
dark days of the war. It was a time when the farms
were getting electricity. The days of rationing were
over. You could get gas and tires for your car. For
that matter, you could get a new car. Farmers
could get new tractors and farm implements.

It was not all roses. The communists in Russia had
sealed off eastern Europe from the western part of
Europe. The Russians attempted to block the
western allies access to Berlin. The allies’ Berlin
Airlift broke the blockade.

Winston Churchill, Britian’s war time leader, termed
it the “Iron Curtain”. With secrets gained by their
spies in America’s “Manhattan Project” which
developed the atomic bomb that ended the war with
Japan, Russia developed their own atomic bomb.

The cold war had started.

In Asia, the Communist Chinese took over all of
China but Tiawan, which is still held by the
Nationalist Chinese today. Then the communist
North Korea invaded the democratic South Korea,
and we had the start of the Korean War, which is
still only under an armistice today.

This was my world as | started first grade. The dial
phones and television were still years off in
Petersburg. The hired man who worked for us in
the winters had fought in the Pacific in WWII, but he
did not talk about it. One of the neighbor boys went
to Korea, but that did not mean much to me at that
age.

With the arrival of television and Saturday night
movies during the summer, | became more aware

of what had taken place, a scant ten years before.
However, it was at the parade for the Petersburg
Diamond Jubilee that it dawned on me that | was in
the midst of heroes. For marching in the parade
were members of the Petersburg American Legion.
They were wearing their military uniforms from
WWIL.

| was always fascinated with guns. So, when as
grade schoolers, we attended the services at the
Petersburg cemetery on Memorial Day, | was
fascinated by the rifles used to fire the salute to the
veterans buried there. Sometimes, we might even
find an empty cartridge case in the grass after the
ceremony. We held these as treasures.

As the years passed, | also served in the Army and
went to Vietham. | was in the infantry and airborne,
so | went through some of the same training that
my heroes had. In fact, | had lived in some of the
same wooden barracks that they had. As a special
forces officer, | trained on the same weapons they
had used.

But my tour in the combat zone was just a year. It
was followed by three years in Germany facing the
Russians on the other side of the Iron Curtain. As a
reserve officer, | was released from active duty after
five years. Like my heroes, | returned to civilian
life.

However, my fascination with military firearms
continued and over the years | accumulated and
actually have competed with military firearms from
the Spanish American War, WWI, WWII/Korea and
Vietnam. However, many of the firearms just sat in
the rack until the Civilian Marksmanship Program
started their vintage military rifle competitions. You
don’t have to go to Camp Perry, Ohio, to compete
in them. Matches are held right here in North
Dakota at Grand Forks, Bismarck and Rolla
throughout the outdoor shooting season.

Several years ago, at the Forks Rifle Club, we
started “Memorial Matches” which focused on the
firearms used in those conflicts.

(continued on Page 5)
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2026 Winter Schedule of Opportunities

Jan 3 &4 Light Rifle — Walt & Von Bismarck — Rick P. | Bismarck Walt & Rick P.

Jan 10 Junior Olympics Pistol (Air & Sport) Devils Lake Rick Jorgenson 701-662-4760
3P Jr State, 3P JR Sec, Open Air Rifle

Jan 10 & 11 Sec. Bismarck Tom Thompson 701-255-4601

Jan 18 Open 3P State & Open 3P Sectional Grand Forks | Denny Coulter 701-213-0238

Jan 24 N D Shooting Sports Annual Meeting Valley City Garth Weber 701-330-3284
Pistol Clinic, Instructors Eric Pueppke,

Jan 25 John Bickar West Fargo Eric Pueppke 701-361-8350
Junior Olympics Rifle (Air, 3P

Jan 31 Smallbore) — Feb 1 only if necessary Minot Rick Jorgenson 701-662-4760

Feb 14 Pistol Bismarck Rick Pfenning 701-426-7661

Feb 21 & 22 50 yd Smallbore Regional & Light Rifle Bismarck Tom Thompson 701-255-4601

Feb 28 & Mar 1 | Open State Air Rifle & JR Air Rifle Sec. Devils Lake Rick Jorgenson 701-662-4760
Air Pistol State Champ, Sport,

Mar 7 International & 1800 Precision Pistol | West Fargo | Chris Marquart 701-371-3040

Mar 7 Junior 4P State & Sectional Bismarck Tom Thompson 701-255-4601

Mar 13, 14, 15 Open 4P State and Sectional Grand Forks Denny Coulter 701-213-0238

Mar 21 & 22 Indoor Pistol State Championship Bismarck Rick Pfenning 701-426-7661

Mar 28 4-H State Air Rifle Championship Minot 4-H online

Apr 4 Air and Sport Pistol West Fargo Chris Marquart 701-371-3040
ND Indoor Pistol State Champ -

Apr 11 Precision, Standard Bismarck Rick Pfenning 701-426-7661

Apr 11, 12 Light Rifle State Championship Minot Georgette Bradley 701-240-6227

Apr 11 CMP 3PAR State Championship Devils Lake Rick Jorgenson 701-662-4760

Apr 25 Approved Light Rifle Match Grand Forks Tom Reiten 701-739-1988
Approved Smallbore Conventional

Apr 26 Handgun Match Grand Forks Tom Reiten 701-739-1988

May 1 Highpower Clinic — issue NDSSA Rifles Bismarck Tom Headrick 701-7415133

Check the NDSSA webpage for more
shooting opportunities & any changes

] Yes, to protect my right to keep and bear arms; I would like to join the NDSSA and support the legislative efforts of the NDSSA.

-Application-
North Dakota Shooting Sports Association
P O Box 228, BISMARCK ND 58502-0228
Also join via the web: http://www.ndssa.org

Please return this form. Print name and address as you wish it to appear in our records.

Interests
Legislation __Jr. Program

___Hunting __ Conservation

Name: Phone:
Address: E-Mail Address
City: State: ZIP:

___ Collecting __ Bullseye Pistol

___AirRifle __ Hi-Power Rifle

Membership Dues Schedule-(Effective May 1, 2015)

Life......$500.00
5 Year.... $100.00

Make check payable to: North Dakota Shooting Sports Association and mail to above address.

One Year .... $25.00

Clubs One Yr..... $25.00

Junior - Under 21...$10.00 Club 5 Yr........ $100.00

___AirPistol

Smallbore

_ Police PPC ___ Other
___Rifle Silhouette

__ Pistol Silhouette

__ Hunter Safety

(May 1,2015)
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Heros (continued from Page 3)

This is our way of honoring those who have fought in those conflicts. It also gave the individual a chance to
shoot their rifles under semi-tactical conditions. These matches like the CMP matches are open to firearms
from all nations of that period. Participants are encouraged but not required to use web gear and uniforms that
corresponds to the firearm they are shooting.

Currently, the Forks Rifle Club holds a Vietham Memorial Match in July, a World War | Memorial Match in
September, a World War Il Memorial Match in October and a Korean War Memorial Winter Sniper Match in
December.

Information on the matches is on the Forks Rifle Club Website <forksrifleclub.org>. Itis a chance to see how
those rifles performed in the field. It is also an opportunity to honor those who fought in those wars. Finally, it
is fun. Come and join us and experience a little bit of history.

Tom Reiten

PRECISION SHOOTING By OSNABROCK 13 YEAR-OLD

Despite his young age, Wesley Meidinger blew the competition away at the North
Dakota State F-Class Mid-Range Championship hosted in Rolla, ND on Sept. 27, 2025.
Facing off against 28 other competitors of all ages from around the state, Wesley won
the championship at only 13 years old.

The Osnabrock teen has been shooting competitively for five years now, according to

his mother, Lindsey Meidinger. The F-Class Mid-Range Championship field of competitors included a vast
majority who have been shooting much longer than Wesley has been alive. He even beat his own uncle,
Clayton Backes, and Grandfather Wayne Backes in the competition, who were both his inspiration for getting
involved in competitive shooting in the first place. When Wesley first got started, he wasn'’t just shooting cans
with a BB gun for fun in the backyard. “He started competitive shooting at eight,” said Lindsey. “He goes with
his grandpa and now his uncle. His dad got him into it, so they all go together.”

Lindsey said the competition brought together some of the state’s most skilled
precision shooters. Despite his young age, Meidinger demonstrated remarkable focus,
consistency, and technical ability throughout the event, securing his win.

Shooters competed at a distance of 600 yards for 60 rounds. Wesley scored 598, with
33 X’s in the match to win over his uncle Clayton who fired a 598 with only 32Xs. As you can see, the match
was very hard-fought with both Wesley and his uncle Clayton only 2 points shy of perfect.

When asked how he felt about winning the State Championship and being the youngest individual to have won
this competition in the process, Lindsey said Wesley was a modest kid that didn’t like to brag or boast but that
he was excited, especially to have beaten his two closest kin and mentors. “He’s pretty happy, because it's a
pretty big deal that he beat his grandpa and his uncle.” Lindsey said.

The Constitution be never construed to authorize Congress to infringe the just liberty of
the press, or the rights of conscience; or to prevent the people of the United States,
who are peaceable citizens, from keeping their own arms.

Samuel Adams
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SHOOTING SPORTS ASSOCIATION

The secret of getting ahead is getting started. The secret of getting started is breaking your complex overwhelming tasks into small
manageable tasks and starting on the first one.”
— Mark Twain

“The most dangerous myth is the demagoguery that business can be made to pay a larger share, thus relieving the
individual. Politicians preaching this are either deliberately dishonest, or economically illiterate, and either one
should scare us. Business doesn't pay taxes, and who better than business to make this message known? Only people
pay taxes, and people pay as consumers every tax that is assessed against a business. Begin with the food and fiber
raised in the farm, to the ore drilled in a mine, to the oil and gas from out of the ground, whatever it may be --
through the processing, through the manufacturing, on out to the retailer's license. If the tax cannot be included in
the price of the product, no one along that line can stay in business.”

— Ronald Reagan

A good shot must necessarily be a good man since the essence of good marksmanship is self-
control and self-control is the essential quality of a good man. Theodore Roosevelt

Success doesn’t make me happy, being happy is what allows me to be successful.

See the photos and North Dakota Shooting Sports Association Annual
Meeting Flyer on the pages that follow.

6|Page



http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/1244.Mark_Twain

Volume 32, Number 3 ISSN: 1086-4172 October, November, December 2025

Range officer Coby Dalgliesh (left) with Wesley Meidinger (right) hold the
championship plaque at the North Dakota State F-Class Mid-Range

Shooting Competition. Wesley is the youngest person in the state to earn the first
place title.
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Travis at Winter Air — 7™ place overall in Men’s Air Pistol
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Casia at Winter Air
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Katie Zaun is the Winner of Women’s Air at 2025 Winter Air
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Isabelle Sparlin

5% Place overall in Women’s Air Pistol
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INVITATION TO THE

2026 NORTH DAKOTA SHOOTING SPORTS ASSOCIATION
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
&
AWARDS BANQUET
Saturday, January 24, 2026
Eagles, Valley City, ND

Please attend the annual membership meeting at 2:00 pm. Topics of discussion will include our junior
shooting sports programs and other shooting sports programs around North Dakota and the USA.
The Eagles is located at 345 12t AVE NE, Valley City, ND.

Schedule of Events Saturday, January 24, 2026

Annual Membership Meeting (Eagles) 2:00pm - 4:00 pm

Social Hour (Eagles) — cash bar 5:30 pm
Dinner (Roast Beef & Chicken Breast, mashed potatoes, salad, & ice cream) ___ 6:30 pm
Annual Awards Presentations, Guest Speaker, HOF Ceremony 7:30 pm

Guest Speakers —John Bickar
NDSSA HALL OF FAME INDUCTION —Neil Jensen
Lodging: GrandStay Hotel and Suites at 271 Winter Show Rd SW in Valley City, ND. Phone # 701-248-6977.

Americlnn at 280 Winter Show Rd SW in Valley City, ND. Phone # 701-845-5551. Both offer free breakfast, indoor
pool, fitness center and they are pet friendly.

Contacts: For additional details on the membership meeting, dinner, awards banquet, contact Garth Weber
701-330-3284 or garth.weber@gmail.com

TICKET ORDER FORM - NDSSA BANQUET AND AWARDS CEREMONY

Ticker Order Form:

Adult(s) S35 each ___ (5S40 at the door) Junior (s) S20each
Please order tickets in advance before January 11th.
Make checks payable to NDSSA and mail them to:

Garth Weber

714 11" Street NW #6

Valley City ND 58072
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Guest Speaker: John Bickar
John has been a shooting competitive precision pistol since he was 13 years old. John is originally from Canton,
OH, but currently resides in Menlo Park, CA. John was the 2™ civilian to ever earn the classical “Triple
Distinguished” (Service Pistol, Service Rifle, and International). John made the Presidents Pistol 100 at age 15,
and at age 16 became Service Pistol distinguished and a 2600 club member. This makes him the youngest
ever to earn the Service Pistol Distinguished badge. He holds High Master classifications in Indoor and
Outdoor Precision pistol. He had a 22-year hiatus in shooting at Camp Perry, but after coming back he has
won the Presidents 100 pistol match 3 times in a row (2023, 2024 & 2025).
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Hall of Fame Inductee: Neil Jensen

We will be inducting Neil Jensen into the North Dakota Shooting Sports Hall of Fame and hope you can join us.
Neil has demonstrated a lifelong commitment to the shooting sports community. He is also the son of
Edmond Jenson, USAF distinguished rifleman and NDSSA Hall of Fame member. We will recognize Neil’s
efforts and commitment to improve the shooting sports from his home of Fargo, ND.

e Earned USAF Distinguished rifleman badge #200 in 1985.

e Holds High Master classifications in Across-the-course, long range and midrange rifle.

e He was a member of the Air Force Rifle team.

e Only father and son pair to hold USAF distinguished rifleman badges

e Coaches’ juniors or veteran competitors, alike when on the range.
If you have shot a High-Power rifle match in the state, you probably have spoken to Neil and competed against
him. He is not only a great shooter but an even better competitor, helping other competitors when they are
struggling. He also helps with any rifle issues such as M1 Garands, etc.

Other Stuff!
Silent Auction: For a CMP M1 Garand (Field Grade) and 200 rounds of 30-06 match grade ammo. The silent
auction will start during the 2pm membership meeting and the winner will be announced at the conclusion of
the evening awards banquet.

Pistol Clinic: The North Dakota Shooting Sports Association along with the MidwayUSA Foundation will host a
Pistol Clinic on Sunday, January 25 at the Red River Range in West Fargo (9am — 5pm). This will be a great
opportunity to hone your International and NRA Precision (Bullseye) pistol skills! The instructor will be John
Bickar. There will be both classroom and range exercises... bring your equipment!! The MidwayUSA
Foundation, through the North Dakota Shooting Sports Association, is helping to offset the cost of this clinic.
Cost is $40 for Adults, Juniors Free, Lunch will be provided.

Preregistration Required! Please Contact Eric Pueppke at cpueppke@polarcomm.com to register by Jan.
18th,
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